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International labour law has historically reflected the normative forms of work of the
20th century in the Global North. As a result, much work in the Global South – selfemployment, informal work, subsistence work, for example – has been badly served or
ignored altogether. Transformations within the world of commerce, finance and
production are now disturbing this architecture, eroding once-sharp distinctions
between the labour markets of the North and South, generating new forms of precarious
work, and heightening the role of new actors and institutions in labour market
governance.
This paper suggests that the emerging regulatory landscape is best captured now in
terms of the ‘transnational governance of work’. The landscape is at once multi-leveled,
fragmented and conflicted: contending narratives and agendas advanced by a diverse
cast of transnational private actors and organizations now play critical roles in
establishing workplace norms and practices, simultaneously creating bases for
competing rights claims by other market actors. Canvassing recent decisions and labour
market governance project, the paper illustrates how workers’ rights are shaped by the
character of the regimes in which they are adjudicated and complexly intermingled with
ideas and decisions concerning economic and social governance.
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